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It happened around 15 years ago.  My previous congregation was in the process of some major 

changes—plans for building a major $2 million new sanctuary were moving ahead, the 

congregation had pledged over $1 million to make this happen, and a strong vision for our 

church was developing.  It was pretty amazing. 

 

And yet this was also a very challenging time.  Not everyone wanted the church to grow or 

change, and some thought the vision was irresponsible.  This conflict and open disagreements, 

even among some good friends and faithful members, began to weigh on me very heavily. 

 

It was during this time that I began to deeply question my leadership, my call to that church, and 

sometimes even my faith in God.  Around this time I had several phone calls from the 

chairperson of a call committee of a church with 4,000 members wanting to convince me to 

interview for their senior pastor position. 

 

Needless to say, it was a time when I was deeply conflicted in my soul.  I felt God calling that 

congregation to move ahead, but it pained me to have this conflict over our church’s future.  I 

was encouraged by the miraculous support and financial commitment of so many, but was sad 

because I wanted to make everyone to be happy. 

 

Well, about that time I attended a national leadership conference in California where one of the 

speakers was Bill Hybels, senior pastor of Willow Creek Community Church in the Chicago 

suburb of Barrington.  There were about 2,000 pastors and church staff in attendance. 

 

Bill Hybels began his talk by sharing how, when he was a young boy, there was a hill in his town 

where kids like himself loved to skateboard.  They would get on their skateboards at the top of 

the hill and would then slowly begin their descent. 

 

As they continued they would start going faster and faster until they were really flying down that 

hill.  As they were getting a little over half way down, and were now going very fast, they had a 

major choice to make in a split second. 

 

There was a patch of green grass in this section next to the road where they could bail out by 

jumping and rolling.  To bail out at this time would pretty much guarantee a much softer, not as 

painful, landing. 

 

And yet to keep going there was much risk and uncertainty.  To continue at this uncontrollable 

speed meant that they could easily crash and burn—they could tumble, and fall, and get really 

skinned up and bruised on the hard street pavement at the bottom of the hill. 

 

On the other hand, they could successfully make it through this challenging section.  They could 

make it down without crashing and burning, and could share in the extreme joy and satisfaction 

of making it to the end.  It was definitely a journey with no guarantees. 



 

So then, after telling this story, Bill Hybels said that this skateboard analogy is very much like 

being in Christian ministry, in being a pastor, today.  He shared how, when starting out in a 

church it seems really satisfying and exciting. 

 

But then, as you start gaining speed by getting busier and busier, and as the leadership challenges 

increase, you begin to feel more and more out of control, and more and more uncertain of what 

may come.  It can be a time of great anxiety. 

 

And then, he said, you have a choice.  You can bailout before the struggle gets too great.  You 

can try to take the softest landing you can.  Or you can keep going.  You can keep going even 

though you know, with the potential potholes and roadblocks ahead, that you could crash and 

burn.  You could completely fail. 

 

And yet, with God’s help, you just may make it to the end.  You just may overcome the 

challenges and lead the church in new ways.  You just may remain faithful to the end, and as a 

result, God’s kingdom may be strengthened and many people may come to know Jesus by faith. 

 

And then Bill Hybels threw in the clincher—he talked of the hundreds of pastors who are bailing 

out, as well as hundreds who are crashing and burning in immoral choices, bad decisions, and 

burnout.  He said if this keeps happening like it is that the church of Jesus Christ will lose and 

Satan will win. 

 

His challenge to each one of us was to hang in there, to not give up, to keep pressing on no 

matter how difficult the challenges seem.  He encouraged us to keep our faith firmly centered in 

Jesus, and to keep our focus firmly on his mission.  Then we will remain faithful to the end. 

 

As Bill Hybels finished his talk, tears were running down my face and dripping on my shirt.  

Even though there were 2,000 people in that place, I believed that God was speaking directly to 

me through this message.  Every word touched my heart. 

 

So on that day I believe God’s miracle happened in me.  My faith in God was renewed, my 

confidence and courage were restored, and I vowed to go back to my church and keep leading 

forth with my focus on Jesus’ mission, and on his purposes. 

 

Whenever I think back on that time in my ministry I am thankful that God’s miraculous love and 

power restored my faith, and the faith of many in that church—we successfully completed that 

project.  And I am thankful for many other times these past years when challenges have come 

that God has helped me through, and that he has continued to restore my faith. 

 

In Mark 9:24, when Jesus challenged the father of a boy possessed by a spirit to have faith, the 

father said, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief.”  It is true that it is only by God’s help, 

and through his miraculous power, that our faith can be restored. 

 

And in our Gospel lesson from John 20:24-29, we see how it was only when Thomas saw Jesus, 

and touched his hands and side, that he believed.  Often Jesus is revealed through the messages 

and witness of others, and through the miraculous and great ways he is working in the church. 

 



Yet perhaps you today are feeling depleted, or struggling in your faith.  Perhaps you are tempted 

to give up on God, to listen to this world that tells you that it is crazy to have faith in God, to bail 

out when the challenges and roadblocks seem great.    

 

I know in this world where the pace of life is intense, where the challenging economy easily 

clouds one’s hope and vision, that it is often difficult to keep our faith strong.  Since we don’t 

know what the future will bring, we may be tempted to give up and simply rely on ourselves. 

 

And yet renewal in faith can come to you as you see God working in other people and in the 

church.  It can come as you allow God to speak through his Word, and as you hear the witness of 

people like me whose faith has been renewed.  God wants to renew your faith each day. 

 

Perhaps you may have seen the movie, “Bruce Almighty.”  In this film, Bruce Nolan, played by 

Jim Carrey, is a mediocre news reporter in a midlife crisis.  He complains to his girlfriend that 

God is doing a very poor job of running the world, and that he could do far better.  To his 

surprise, God (played by Morgan Freeman) gives him the chance. 

 

Bruce does poorly at playing God.  After wrecking his relationship his with girlfriend, Grace, he 

begins to ask God for help.  The turning point comes when Bruce finally lets God have his life, 

and when he learns from God how to have faith and pray about the real issues in life.  

 

My friends, these past couple years as the economic downturn has affected the church and 

Christian organizations throughout the country, it has been a miracle of God to see how so many 

at Messiah have stepped up in faith.  So many are giving extra money and effort even though 

they are not sure what will happen in their own finances and lives. 

 

Many are staying focused on the wonderful ways God is working in this church, and the 

wonderful vision for ways Messiah will help even more people grow in their faith and love for 

Jesus.  It is a miracle that only God can give. 

 

And yet as we keep following God’s call and mission, and as challenges and roadblocks continue 

to appear, we know that there will be times when we will be tempted to bail out.  There will be 

times that we may feel discouraged, or scared, or wondering if God can help us over a hurdle.  

And yet remember that if we do give up that Satan will win. 

 

May we allow God to renew and restore our faith each day through worship, study and prayer, 

and serving opportunities.  May we continue to look to others for encouragement in our faith, for 

prayers and support, so we will keep moving ahead in Jesus’ name. 

 

The father of the boy said, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”  And when Thomas saw Jesus and 

touched his hands and side, he proclaimed, “My Lord and my God.”  And Jesus said, “Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 

May God’s miracles of love renew and restore your faith today and everyday.  May we keep 

growing in and nurturing our faith together in Jesus, so that God’s mission will be done in this 

place, and so that he will bring us safely to the end. 

 

 


